
 
COMMUNITY CONNECTION 

 

 

 
Study Highlight: Myopenia and Mechanisms of Chemotherapy Toxicity in Older 

Adults with Colorectal Cancer: The M&M Study 

 
 

The M&M Study is an observational study to examine the association between low 
muscle mass (myopenia) at diagnosis with cumulative grades 3-5 toxicity in older adults 
(≥ 60y) with newly diagnosed metastatic CRC or newly recognized metastatic 
recurrence, undergoing 5-fluorouracil (5-FU) based systemic chemotherapy and/or 
immunotherapy. 
 
Study Population: 

• Stage IV Colorectal Cancer 
• Age > 60y (stratified 60-74y & ≥75y) 
• To receive or recently started 5FU-based chemotherapy and/or 

immunotherapy. 
 

Thanks to every affiliate who continues to screen and enroll to the M&M study.



Enrollment: 219 
Target: 300 
 

• 60-74yo = 154 (26 slots left) 
• >75yo = 65 (55 slots left) 

 

 
 
Please let us know if there is anything the study team can assist with. We have hard 
copies of brochures and provider fact sheets available by request. Email us at 
ncorp@wakehealth.edu. 
 

 
 

mailto:ncorp@wakehealth.edu


Site Highlight: Baptist Memorial Health Care/Mid-South Minority Underserved 
NCORP 

 
 

PI: Raymond Osarogiagbon, MD 
NCORP Administrator: Sierra Harris, MPH 
 
Baptist Memorial Health Care/Mid-South Minority Underserved NCORP is an integrated 
cancer program that supports community research engagement thru out the Tri-State 
area. Our oncology research is done thru Baptist Clinical Research Institute. We are 
committed to providing Mid-South physicians, cancer patients and their families with the 
assurance and confidence that excellent, compassionate, advanced cancer care is 
nearby. The Tri-State area includes Mississippi, Tennessee, and Arkansas. 
 
Increasing our public awareness in reference to community research involves social 
media platforms, commercials, and outreach efforts within and outside of our Baptist 
organization. The goal is to meet people where they are – we will be bringing and 
expanding our services to those within those rural areas. 
We welcome our new NCORP Administrator, Sierra Harris, MPH. with 8 years of public 
health experience and an adjunct professor at University of Memphis – School of Public 
Health. 
She has an extensive background in HIV/AIDS and STI prevention and treatment and 
progressive knowledge in clinical research and community involvement. 

 
 



Research-related facts about Baptist NCORP: 
 

• Our NCORP enrollment met 93% of our goal this year with 234 NCORP 
enrollments. 

• We received an Excellence Award from NCORP for our biospecimen 
management. 

• Our Mississippi outreach strategy of building teams and clinical trials 
infrastructure throughout our Mississippi located healthcare system is proving to 
be very successful in opening access to rural and under-served racial and socio-
economically disadvantaged populations. 

• Our merger in 2023 with Anderson Regional Health System in Meridian, MS will 
expand our NCORP’s access to a large population in rural Central and Eastern 
Mississippi and Northern and Western Alabama. 

• We are working on plans to expand and market our NCORP across our service 
area population and the network of providers within and outside BMHCC. 

• We have 11 CTEPs and 25 Cancer Centers 
• We have a large and centered-focus on thoracic research with highest enrollment 

in EA5182 
• Mid-South Miracle is a seven-pronged approach to reducing lung cancer deaths 

by 25% by 2030 
 
Do you have site or staff that should be recognized? Please submit recommendations to 
NCORP@wakehealth.edu with "Quarterly Newsletter Site/Staff Highlight" in the subject 

line. 
 

https://www.baptistcancercenter.com/about-us/blog/mid-south-miracle
http://NCORP@wakehealth.edu/


 
 
 



Meet Wake Forest NCORP Research Base Staff: Julie Turner 
 

 
 

Julie has been with the Wake Forest NCORP Research Base for 7 years and has 
participated in oncology research for more than 25 years. She works as the Program 
Manager for the Protocol Development and Quality Assurance programs.  One of her 
main tasks is to assist study teams in developing their grant into an NCORP protocol 
and ensuring all regulatory and NCORP requirements are met.  Fun Fact: This process 
from grant award to activated NCORP protocol can take on average 8-10 months.  
 
Outside of work, Julie enjoys training her dogs to be certified therapy dogs with the 
national organization Love on a Leash. Zoey is certified and Bella is finishing  training. 
Zoey goes to the SECU Family House, which is affordable lodging for referred patients 
and  family members weekly. She also goes to assisted  living facilities, schools, and 
various other places locally to bring smiles to everyone she meets. Bella is looking 
forward to joining her “sister” this Fall. 

 

 
 



 
 

 



Wake Forest NCORP Research Base Annual Meeting 
 

We hope to see you October 21-23, 2024 at the Marriott Grande Dunes Resort in 
Myrtle Beach, SC! 

 
Registration Link: https://redcap.link/WakeNCORPRB.2024.MeetingRegistration 

 

 
 

Travel Awards 
 

We will be presenting travel awards to sites with the most enrollment to WF-1805CD 
HN-STAR, WF-1806 M&M, WF-1901 IMPACTS, WF-2201 HYPOGRYPHE, and WF-
2202 SHINE between February 1 and July 31, 2024. 
 

• Awards will be given to 2 sites for each study. 
• Travel awards assist with travel to our 2024 Wake Forest NCORP RB Annual 

Meeting in Myrtle Beach, SC, October 21-23. 
• Awards are worth up to $1,000 each to cover travel and hotel expenses at The 

Grande Dunes Marriott Resort. 
 
Congratulations to our Winners! 
 
WF-1805CD HN-STAR 
 

• CROWN 
• STROGER MU 

 
WF-1806 M&M 
 

• STROGER MU 
• MCRC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
WF-1901 IMPACTS 

• ATLANTIC 
• HAWAII MU 

 
WF-2201 HYPOGRYPHE 

• MONTEFIORE MU 
 
WF-2202 SHINE 

• OZARKS 
• CARLE 

https://redcap.link/WakeNCORPRB.2024.MeetingRegistration%C2%A0
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