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Study Highlight 
 

WF-2201 - HYPOGRYPHE - Hypofractionated Radiotherapy vs Single Fraction 
Radiosurgery for Brain 

Metastasis Patients on Immunotherapy 
 

 
 

Primary Objective 
To compare the proportion of participants experiencing Grade 2 or higher Adverse Radiation 
Effects (ARE) within 9 months following randomization to single fraction stereotactic 
radiosurgery (SSRS) vs fractionated stereotactic radiosurgery (FSRS) in patients with brain 
metastases >=2 cm in diameter or >=4cc in volume treated with concurrent immune checkpoint 
inhibitor (ICI) therapy. 
 
Hypothesis 
Reduction in Grade 2 or higher ARE from 22.5% with SSRS to 7.1% with FSRS (15.4% 
reduction). 
 
Study Population 
Melanoma, renal cell, non-small cell lung or breast cancer patients with brain metastases (<=15 
metastases) currently receiving or planning to receive PD-1/PD-L1 targeted immune checkpoint 
inhibitor therapy within 30 days of SSRS/FSRS. 
 
Sample Size  Total=244 (122 FSRS arm; 122 SSRS arm) 
 
Future Amendments 
Planning to extend the window for starting treatment after the planning MRI to 14 days based 
on feedback from sites. 
If you have any items that you would like to be considered for a future amendment that would 
clarity the protocol or help with recruitment let us know. 
 
Study Schema 

 
The protocol and all documents are available on the CTSU website. The introductory webinar is 
available on our website, Wake NCORP Website: https://wakencorp.phs.wakehealth.edu/ 
[wakehealth.us19.list-manage.com] 
 
If you would like to be involved in this study, please contact us 
at NCORP@wakehealth.edu for more information.



 



Site Highlight: Montefiore Minority Underserved NCORP 
  

 
  

Montefiore Minority/Underserved NCORP is proud to serve one of the most ethnically 
diverse populations in the nation in The Bronx, New York. With over 1.4 million Bronx 
residents, we have an opportunity to engage patients who belong to groups 
underrepresented in research as more than 80% of the population of the Bronx belong 
to one of these key groups. Our NCORP is led by Dr. Balazs Halmos MD (Contact 
PI, below left), Dr. Benjamin Gartrell MD (PI of Therapeutic Trials, below center), 
and Dr. Bruce Rapkin PhD (CCDR Lead, below right). Our NCORP includes 5 sites 
and 1 affiliate, with 15 investigators and 14 research staff. Across Montefiore Einstein 
Cancer Center, we have over 320 clinical trials in progress, which give patients access 
to some of today’s most advanced treatments with more than 80% of our patients 
participating in our clinical trials belonging to underrepresented groups. 
 
Montefiore Einstein Cancer Center treats over 4,000 patients annually with a broad 
range of cancer diagnoses and provides the vibrant and diverse communities we 
serve with the resources needed to make informed decisions about their health, from 
cancer screenings and advanced cancer treatment options to supportive services, 
including dedicated cancer navigators offering step-by-step guidance. We provide 
health education through a variety of community engagement programs and events, 
and proudly serve as an anchor in our vibrant and diverse urban communities.  We 
also have an active program of research to develop and test multilevel strategies to 
encourage and support participation on clinical trials. 
 
We have expertise in all cancer types, including those that are rare or call for complex 
management. Our clinical experts work in disease-focused multidisciplinary team 
models and are supported by dedicated psychosocial support staff. Close 
engagement between clinicians and translational scientists yields an academically 
rigorous and patient-centered environment to optimize patient outcomes. 
  



 

 

 

 

Do you have site or staff that should be recognized?  Please submit 
recommendations to NCORP@wakehealth.edu with "Quarterly Newsletter 

Site/Staff Highlight" in the subject line. 

 

 
  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



Meet Wake Forest NCORP Research Base Staff: Heather Lawson 
 

 
 

Heather Lawson has been a Project Manager with the Wake Forest NCORP RB since February of 2020 
working in the areas of site coordination, auditing  and data management.  Prior to joining the Research 

Base team, Heather worked for the WFU Baptist Medical Center (Now Atrium Health Wake Forest 
Baptist) as part of the Department of Pathology where she served as a laboratory manager specializing in 
Hematology.  Heather holds a B.S. in Clinical Laboratory Science and an MHA from UNC Chapel Hill and 

found a love for research in the years spent in the WF School of Medicine Special Hematology and 
Protocol Support Lab.  Heather has recently transitioned to a Program Manager position to oversee and 

optimize site coordination services and recruitment endeavors and is excited to learn more ways to 
support our constituent sites. Heather is married with two adult children, ages 23 and 21.  In her spare 

time, Heather enjoys cooking, playing with her dogs and spending time with family and friends. 
 

WF-1802 - PCW - Influence of Primary Treatment for Prostate 
Cancer on Work Experience 

  

This study will be closing to accrual on August 1, 2023. 
 

Please make one last effort to identify and enroll eligible participants prior to this date. In order to 
capture as much follow up data possible, please be sure to make all contact attempts for 

participants still on study to complete the 3 and 6 month questionnaires. 
 

Thank you for all of your hard work on this study! 
  
We have the following slots available: 
Higher Income, AA- 6 slots available 
Lower Income, White – 33 slots available 

  
To determine the remaining slots left for any stratum in real time, visit CTSU-OPEN>Slot 

Reservation>Report. 
  



New Publications & Presentations 

Publications 

 Danhauer SC, Dressler EV, Brown WM, et al. Reducing Anxiety and Dyspnea via Device-
Guided Breathing (RELAX): A Multi-Site Feasibility Study in Post-Treatment Lung Cancer 
Survivors at Community Cancer Clinics (WF-01213). Integrative Cancer Therapies. 2023. 
(Published April 8) 
  

 Foley KL, Dressler EV, Weaver KE, et al. The OaSiS Trial (WF-20817CD):  Multi-Center 
Randomized Effectiveness Implementation Trial to Increase Smoking Cessation for 
Individuals Undergoing Lung Screening. CHEST. 2023. 
(Published March 15) 
  

 Suddala S, O’Connell N, D’Agostino Jr R, et al. Reduced Thoracic Aortic Distensibility Upon 
Breast Cancer Diagnosis (WF-97415 and WF-98213). Cardio Oncology. 2023. 
(Published March 7) 
  

 Bellissimo MP, Reding KW, O’Connell NS, et al. Intermuscular Fat Changes Are Related to 
Reduced Left Ventricular Ejection Fraction During Cancer Therapy (PREVENT-WF-98213). 
Cardio Oncology. 2023. (Published February 20) 



Presentations & Abstracts 



 

Health Equity Core Updates 
  

 

The HEC Co-leaders were honored to be invited to the Southeast Clinical Oncology 
Research Consortium (SCOR) NCORP conference to help train patient advocates. 

Dr. Winkfield was also a featured speaker on diversity in clinical trials. Diamond 
Suber, our ARM patient advocate, also told her story to help remind us why we do 

what we do- provide innovative treatment options to patients with cancer. 
 

 
Dr. Karen Winkfield and Diamond Suber (above) 

 

 
Dr. Karen Winkfield and Susan Tuttle from SCOR (above) 

 
The Wake Forest NCORP Research Base Health Equity Core focuses on recruitment & 
retention of minority/underserved populations.  This group meets quarterly to share best 
practices, influence study design, discuss community engagement strategies and share 

resources and tools.  If you are interested in joining this group, please contact us 
at NCORP@wakehealth.edu  



Wake Forest NCORP Research Base Annual Meeting Update 
 

 
  

 The 2023 Wake Forest NCORP Annual Meeting dates will be October 16-17, 
2023.  This will be a Monday/Tuesday meeting. 

  
The location will be The Renaissance in Asheville, NC. 

  
Meeting registration and hotel information will be available soon. 

 

WF NCORP RB Quarterly Calls 
 

The April 12, 2023 quarterly call Webex has been added to the Wake 
NCORP website. If you missed it -  

Use this link to access the recording: https://vimeo.com/817361342 
 

The next quarterly call is Wednesday, July 26, 2023 at 3 pm EST. 



Recipe: Pineapple Green Smoothie 
 

 
 

Ingredients 

 ½ cup unsweetened almond milk 

 ⅓ cup nonfat plain Greek yogurt 

 1 cup baby spinach 

 1 cup frozen banana slices (about 1 medium banana) 

 ½ cup frozen pineapple chunks 

 1 tablespoon chia seeds 

 1-2 teaspoons pure maple syrup or honey (optional) 

 
Directions 
 
Add almond milk and yogurt to a blender, then add spinach, banana, pineapple, chia 
seeds and sweetener (if using); blend until smooth. 
 
*Recipe from EatingWell.com 



 
SketchQuotes by Nelle Rhicard at www.reframeideas.com [reframeideas.com] 
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